
Making Home-School 

Numeracy Connections 



 

 

How are You Presently Involving  

Parents in Math Learning? 

Activities not 
completed at school 

Practice activities 

Math games 

Correspondence 

Other 

How are you currently involving 
parents in children’s math learning?  



Benefits for Students
 

 Creates interaction 
school – family - students 

 Opens conversations about the 
student’s learning 

 Creates authentic context for 
communication 

 Provides additional practice time 

 Allows students to transfer learning 
from one situation to another 

 



Tips for Parents
 

 Set high standards 

 Math is a life skill 
 daily living 
 career 

 
 Use technology 

 Play games that require students to make 
decisions and use mental math 

 Model a positive attitude 

 



Practice Activities and Games  

 

 

 

Activities such as card games, or sorting that is purposeful mean the 
student is using mathematics in an everyday context.   
 
“I need math to have fun”,  “I need math to sort and organize” means 
the child is taking part in numeracy activities, not just math for the 
sake of math. 



Math Apps/Websites 
 

• Choose activities that engage students in 
mathematical thinking, problem-solving 

• You want to build their self-confidence and 
appreciation 

• Make the connection between math and the game 

• Make sure the game has “mathematical integrity” 

 

http://www.math.com/parents/articles/helpmath.html 
 

http://www.math.com/parents/articles/helpmath.html
http://www.math.com/parents/articles/helpmath.html


Math Stories

 
Literature provides numerous 
opportunities for students to become 
engaged in a mathematics concept 
being taught, creating a meaningful 
context for the student.  



Math Stories

 
MathStart 

Do you have the MathStart 
series in your school? 

• 3 levels 

• 25 books/level 

• Each introduces a 
different concept and 
has activities to support 
concept.  

http://www.mathstart.net  

http://www.mathstart.net/
http://www.mathstart.net/


Math Word Activities 

 

 

 

longer shorter 

Build vocabulary 
Send home two illustrated word cards such as big and 
little with directions on how to use them. Find objects 
that are longer, shorter within their household.  Bring 
examples to school.  



Transferring Learning  

from School to Home 

 

 

 

Activity sheet _ today we learned about the shapes 
square and circle.  Find three things at home that are 
shaped like a circle, square and photograph them, email 
one of each  to school.  



Anticipation Activities 

 
 

“We are learning to 
count to ten. Bring a 
bag that has 12 objects 
in it so we can practice 
counting at school.” 

Parents can help develop background 
knowledge before the unit begins. They can 
continue to support at home.  



 

Equals Resource

 
 

 
http://www.ablenetinc.com/Curriculum/Equals-Canadian-
Edition/Equals-Canadian-Edition-Downloads 

 

 

Home letters in the Teacher Toolkit 
include: 
 
• Chapter summaries 
• Numeracy activities that highlight 

math in daily life 
• How parents can support learning 

math at school 
• Ideas for home discussion 
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Other Ideas?

 
 

 

 

How are your parents responding 
to opportunities to engage in 
math learning? 
 
 
What is working for you?  
 



 

Inspiring Education 
 

 

 

“Parental 
engagement plays a 
significant role in a 
child’s future 
success.” 


